
Cities and Communities 





Recycling

Converting (waste) into a 
reusable material.



Air Pollution

The presence in the air of a substance which 
has harmful or poisonous effects.



Mumbai, India



Waste Management

The collection, transportation, 
and disposal of garbage, sewage 
and other waste products. Waste 
management is the process of 
treating solid wastes and offers 
variety of solutions for recycling 
items that don't belong to trash.



Water Pollution

The contamination 
of water bodies (e.g. lakes, 
rivers, oceans, aquifers and 
groundwater).  
This form of environmental issue 
occurs when pollutants are 
directly or indirectly discharged 
into water bodies without 
treatment to remove harmful 
compounds.
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Poverty 

Absolute Poverty: Those 
living in absolute 
poverty are unable to 
pay for basic needs of 
survival like water, 
clothing, food, shelter, 
and basic medicine.  
(The World Bank places 
this at $1.25 per day.) 

Relative Poverty: A level 
of poverty relative to the 
population of your 
country. 
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Infrastructure

The basic physical and 
organizational structures and 
facilities (e.g., buildings, 
roads, and power supplies) 
needed for the operation of a 
city or society.
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Renewable Resources

A resource which can be used 
repeatedly because it is 
replaced naturally.  
Examples are: oxygen, fresh 
water, solar energy, 
and timber.
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Energy Efficiency
The goal to reduce the amount 
of energy required to provide 
products and services.  
"
For example, insulating a home 
allows a building to use less 
heating and cooling energy to 
achieve and maintain a 
comfortable temperature.
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Crime and Safety




